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In many ways this month can be regarded as the start of 
the new gardening year. Now is a good time to take 
stock of the successes and failures of this year and make 
plans to ensure that next year will be the best ever. Also, 
if you are starting out from scratch you will have plenty 
of time to prepare the ground whilst planning your 
dream allotment.

Dear Fellow Allotmenteers,

If managed properly, an allotment can produce enough 
food to supplement a family's weekly shop, with fresh 
fruit and vegetables over the year. Allotment gardeners 
can choose to garden organically and avoid ingesting 
chemicals that are likely to be present on shop bought 
fruit and vegetables.

As many new plot-holders discover, growing vegetables 
requires acquiring new knowledge and skills and the 
satisfaction gained from eating their first home grown 
tomato or new potato makes them taste even more 
delicious!
Thanks for reading,
Gareth Richards ( Treasurer )
Elizabeth Flats Allotments, Plot 14
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promptly, clear windfalls and consider traps 
in trees. Remember wasps eat aphids and 
caterpillars.

Greenhouse and Polytunnels

Sow oriental veg and hardy greens- mizuno, 
pak choi, lamb’s lettuce and winter spinach 
thrive now and provide fresh leaves into 
Spring.

Keep feeding tomatoes, cucumbers and 
peppers- weekly high potash feeds should 
support final harvests.

Remove lower tomato leaves- improves 
airflow and helps remaining fruit to ripen.

Store chillies by threading stalks  on to 
strong cotton or wire and hanging in a warm 
airy place.

Clean before winter- wash glass , scrub 
benches and clear debris to reduce pests and 
diseases.
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     Link to Brimsmore Garden Centre

We have a Gold Club discount deal with Brimsmore 
Garden Centre.

They offer all member’s 25% discount on Spring bulbs 
for sale in October and then again a second deal for 
anything at the Centre that is not on special offer which 
can be used as many times as you want during January 
and February.

I have used it for compost in the past and the savings are 
quite good on your pocket. You can have the items 
delivered which is free within the Yeovil area or you can 
pick your items up at the Garden Centre.

    Brimsmore Garden Centre website address :

https://store.thegardensgroup.co.uk

  Email : brimsmore@thegardensgroup.co.uk

Telephone no. : 01935 411000

Address :       Brimsmore Gardens
   Tintinhull Road
   Yeovil
   Somerset
   BA21 3NU



Page 16

                              Where we meet

           Johnson Park, Coronation Avenue, Yeovil. BA21 3DX

        as well as

         Brimsmore Gardens, Tintinhull Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA21 3NU

We generally meet twice a month. The last Thursday of the month is reserved 
for a committee meeting. We discuss all things related to the Association and 
deal with any matters arising. 

We meet at 8pm on these nights in the lounge bar at Johnson Park Sports and 
Social Club. They have a car park

Minutes are recorded by our Secretary. The Chairman opens the meeting 
and directs us through the running order and as well as site superviser’s input 
there is a monthly Treasurer’s report.

The other meeting night is a more social event and this takes place on the 1st 
Thursday of the month. We can invite a speaker, you can buy a drink at the 
bar and there is a raffle normally run by Phillip.

Three times a year on the 1st Wednesday of the month we meet at Brimsmore 
Garden Centre for our social. We meet in the Apple Tree restaurant at 
6.30pm. Some tea and biscuits are available for free. We try to have a guest 
speaker at these events or a talk on a garden topic and a raffle run by 
Phillip’s wife.

These three events replace our said Thursday social meetings at Johnson 
Park.

Your annual membership card gives you the time and dates of meetings for 
the year ahead. Our membership night for renewals is every march and 
again a discount night is offered for any garden centre items which are not 
on special offer.
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Solution

© PDFcrosswords.com
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 Outreach Project Update

The 4th Library visit is over with and we are 
currently on to our 5th visit there. We have  a couple 
of more display visits to go and then I will start 
planning next years.

I am supporting The SoH charity myself with a 
donation. Although the committee could not help 
financially, our support will be in the form of 
advertising their work through our website.

The Annual Show has come and gone. It was a 
success and a great thank you to everyone involved 
on the day, especially the show entrants who had a 
difficult time this year with the above average 
temperatures.

I have secured the keep me forever trophies and 
category winning medals. This year the trophy 
presentation is part of our AGM on the 1st October.

Everyone is entitled to attend, especially our trophy 
winners. So hopefully I will see many of you there!
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Spotlight on Fruit and Vegetables

On these next few pages I will  be spotlighting 
fruit and vegetables and with this in mind I 
have chosen a vegetable. For this magazine 
issue, I have picked the Leeks and something 
earlier in the season Broad Beans. 

Just to re-iterate all my work is taken off 
gardening websites and allotments magazines. 
I have only had an allotment for three  years so 
bringing knowledge to the readers is wholly an 
exercise in already published work.

I have used a lot of the Gardener’s World 
website and the RHS website and NAS 
magazines to bring all of their printed wisdom 
onto these pages.

The more experienced of you  will probably 
already know the words written or will know 
their meaning in practice.

So let’s start the ball rolling with the Leek.
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       How to Contact the Editor

If you have comments or you know I have given wrong advice 
then please contact me by email at
    
        gareth.richards@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk

If you have something to contibute or have a say on allotment 
life, then please use my email to send your contributions.

I am going to process the magazine issue once a month, so if 
there are comments you would like to make they can be 
answered in future editions.

I would like to add that most of the articles are taken off the 
web and some well known gardening and allotments 
magazines have been read in the making of our magazine 
content.

We also have our own website at :
           
                 www.yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk

where you can find this magazine as well as a catalogue

Happy Allotmenteering and best wishes, 

Gareth Richards
Treasurer
Eliz Flats, Plot 14
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                    Editor : Gareth Richards – Treasurer
                        Yeovil Allotments Association
                                        Website : 

           www.yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk
                                   Email : 

                info@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk
     gareth.richards@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk
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