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Crop Calendar - Sowing Schedule

Month

January

Use this handy calendar to check when to sow the seeds for different

fruits, vegetables and herbs on your allotment.

Vegetables

Onions, Leeks, Peas, Garlic, Broad Beans

Fruit

Apples, Pears, Gooseberries,
Blackberries, Blueberries, Cherries,
Peaches, Nectarines, Rhubarb

February

Onions, Leeks, Spinach, Lettuce, Brussels Sprouts,
Garlic, Peas, Broad Beans, Potatoes (First Early)

Apples, Pears, Gooseberries,
Blackberries, Blueberries, Cherries,
Peaches, Nectarines, Rhubarb,
Tomatoes

March

Brussels Sprouts, Cabbages, Lettuces, Broad Beans,
Beetroot, Carrots, Leeks, Onions, Peas, Spinach,
Spring Onions, Potatoes (Second Early and
Maincrop)

Apples, Pears, Gooseberries,
Blackberries, Blueberries, Cherries,
Peaches, Nectarines, Strawberries,

Raspberries, Tomatoes

April

Pumpkins, Runner Beans, Beetroot, Lettuces, Broad
Beans, Brussels Sprouts, Cabbages, Carrots, Onions,
Peas, Spinach, Spring Onions, Herbs, Potatoes
(Maincrop)

Tomatoes

May

Pumpkins, Runner Beans, Beetroot, Lettuces,
Cabbages, Carrots, Courgettes, Peas, Spinach,
Spring Onions, Herbs, Potatoes (Second Early and
Maincrop)

Melons

June

Beetroot, Carrots, Courgettes, Peas, Pumpkins,
Runner Beans, Lettuces, Spring Onions

July

Beetroot, Cabbages, Carrots, Peas, Lettuces, Spring
Onions,

August

Cabbages, Carrots, Onions, Spinach, Lettuces, Spring
Onions

Strawberries

September

Spinach, Lettuces, Spring Onions, Cabbages, Onions

Cranberries, Nectarines, Peaches,
Strawberries

October

Broad Beans, Peas, Cabbages, Garlic, Onions

Rhubarb, Gooseberries, Grape Vines,
Nectarines, Peaches, Strawberries

November

Broad Beans, Garlic

Apples, Apricots, Blackberries,
Blueberries, Cherries, Cranberries,
Gooseberries, Grape Vines, Nectarines,
Peaches, Pears, Raspberries

December

Broad Beans, Garlic

Apples, Apricots, Blackberries,
Blueberries, Cherries, Gooseberries,
Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, Raspberries,
Rhubarb

Key: Blue - Indoors, Green - Outdoors

w visit twinkl.com
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Allotment Plan

1. Create a sketch on this page of the shape of your allotment.

2. Measure the lengths of the perimeter of your allotment and add the dimensions to your
sketch below.

W Page 1 of 2 visit twinkl.com w




Allotment Plan

Now it's time to plan your allotment in detail.

. Decide on a scale you can use to map out your allotment. The squares on this

page are 1cm x 1cm. For example, a scale of Tm:10cm would mean for every 1m
draw a 10cm line.

. Draw out the perimeter of your allotment on the 1cm squared paper.

. Use your Allotment Research Sheet to help you to divide your scale diagram below

into areas, marking out and labelling each planting bed. Think carefully about
the actual size of each bed.

w Page 2 of 2 visit twinkl.co




Crop Calendar - Harvest Time

Use this handy calendar to check when to expect the crops you've
nurtured on your allotment to be ready for harvest.

Month Vegetables Fruit
Brussels Sprouts, Leeks, Winter Cabbages, Parsnips,
January -
Swedes
Brussels Sprouts (Lates), Leeks, Winter Cabbages,
February : ;
Parsnips, Swedes
Brussels Sprouts (Lates), Spring Onions, Sprin
March P (Lates). Spring pring Rhubarb
Cabbages
Asparagus, Spring Onions, Spring Cabbages, Spinach
April parag pring pring g p Rhubarb
(Young Leaves)
Asparagus, Spring Onions, Spring Cabbages, Spinach,
May parag pring 'P g g p Rhubarb
Garlic
3 Asparagus (Late), Potatoes (First Early), Garlic, Rhubarb, Raspberries, Cherries,
une Lettuce, Peas, Broad Beans, Beetroot Gooseberries
Potatoes (First Early and Second Early), Onions, Raspberries, Strawberries, Cherries,
J'u_[y Carrots, Garlic, Lettuce, Peas, Runner Beans, Gooseberries, Blackberries, Blueberries,
Courgettes, Beetroot Peaches, Nectarines, Melons
. . Raspberries, Strawberries, Cherries,
Potatoes (Second Early and Maincrop), Onions, ) )
. Gooseberries, Melons. Blackberries,
August Brussels Sprouts (Early), Carrots, Leeks (Small), Garlic, ) )
Blueberries, Peaches, Nectarines, Apples
Lettuce, Peas, Courgettes, Beetroot
(Early), Tomatoes, Pears (Early)
Potatoes (Maincrop), Pumpkins, Onions, Brussels Raspberries, Blackberries, Blueberries,
September Sprouts (Early), Carrots, Leeks, Lettuce, Peas, Strawberries (Lates), Apples, Tomatoes
Courgettes, Beetroot (Greenhouse), Melons, Pears, Grapes
Octob Potatoes (Second Crop), Pumpkins, Brussels Sprouts, Apples, Tomatoes (Greenhouse), Pears,
ctober Carrots, Leeks, Lettuce, Peas, Courgettes, Beetroot Grapes, Melons
November Pumpkins, Brussels Sprouts, Leeks Apples (Late), Pears (Late), Cranberries
Brussels Sprouts, Leeks, Winter Cabbages, Parsnips,
December -

Swedes

Herbs can mostly be harvested throughout the main UK growing season

(late Spring through to early Autumn).




Making Compost

Compost is important for growing healthy crops on an allotment because it adds
nutrients to the soil that are essential in supporting a range of plant functions. Ma
allotment gardeners choose to make their own compost, using up surplus waste. S

what will you need to make your own compost on your allotment?

Green organic matter

should make up around half

of your compost heap as this

will decompose quickly and B
help to nourish the microbes "‘

;ﬂw P

turning your waste into
compost.

Examples of this include:
« fruit and vegetables

* uncooked kitchen waste
* grass cuttings

* green leaves

Try researching other greer}
organic matter that you
could compost.

Think carefully about the
position of your compost bin
on your allotment - too war
or cold a position prevents
the bacteria turning your
waste into compost while too
little or too much humidity
stops the micro-organisms
from decomposing the waste

visit twinkl.com

Compost bins come in
varying shapes and sizes and
can be made of either plastic
or wood. Essentially, you
just need a container that
has a lid (this is important
to prevent water creating a
soggy mess) and a closing
outlet at the bottom.

Brown organic matter can
vary from twigs and wood
chippings, brown leaves and
stems to shredded paper, car
and straw.

Turn your compost heap
reqularly to ensure the
different matter is well
mixed and to add air to your
mixture. This is essential in
making better compost.

What other brown organic
matter can be composted?

It is best if the base of your
compost bin is sitting on
soil rather than a hard
base as this will allow it to
drain easily and will get the
decaying process started
much quicker.




Glossary

A form of micro-
organism.

Brown
organic

Matter from the remains
of plants or animals high
in carbon.

The substance produced
through composting (the
recycling of organic matte
through decomposition).

Compos
bin

A container, often made

of wood or plastic, where
organic waste is recycled
to make compost.

The process whereby
organic matter is broken
down.

Decompos

To break down organic
matter.

Green
organic
matter,

Matter from the remains
of plants or animals
high in nitrogen.

A microscopic
LI ERIGy] living thing.

The substances required
by plants and other living
things to function, e.qg.
survive and grow.

<>

visit twinkl.com




Benefits of an Allotment Mind Map

Think carefully about the benefits of creating your own allotment and mind-map them
here. (Use the sub-headings to help you.)

Taste of food

Community spirit

Food freshness /

Benefits of

an allotment

Cost of food

e

Exercise

Sense of achievement




Benefits of an Allotment Mind Map

Think carefully about the benefits of creating your own allotment and mind-map them
here. (Use the subheadings to help you.)

Taste Freshness
Carbon footprint /
Cost
Benefits of
- "
an allotment

Pesticides // \ \
Community

Exercise Mental wellbeing, skills
and achievement

WH




Benefits of an Allotment Mind Map

Think carefully about the benefits of creating your own allotment and mind-map
them here.

Consider themes like food, time, health, costs and community.

/

Benefits of

an allotment

e

Are there any disadvantages to creating an allotment?
Identify any drawbacks and try to find an advantage above that counteracts each one.

W 184




My Allotment Diary

Once you have planted your allotment, look carefully at the monthly tasks and plant
calendar to know what you need to do each month to maintain your plot and harvest

the crops. Keep a diary here of all the tasks you carry out. You might want to sketch
your observations or record measurements as your plants grow.

Month:

Seeds Sown and Plants Planted

Crops Ready to Harvest

General Tasks

Observations and Measurements

visit twink
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Allotment Research

Allotments are a popular way to grow your own food, spend time outdoors in the fresh air, s:
money on fresh produce and engage with local people, helping to develop community spirit!

But what planning and effort need to go into creating your own plot?

Use the Internet to find out more about the features of allotment gardening and then, add
information for each of the sub-headings provided on the next page.

You could also find out about:
* how to manage your allotment in extreme weather;
+ encouraging wildlife and keeping animals on your plot;

* allotment structures.
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Allotment Research

Planning and preparing the plot

Types of soil

Quick-growing vegetables

Fragrant herbs

Favoured fruit

Useful tools

Pest prevention

Now you have completed your research, go back to your Allotment Plan to mark out and labe
your allotment planting beds.
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How to Create Compost

Use the Internet and non-fiction books to research what should and should not be used to m
your own compost for your allotment.

Find at least 15 different items to put in each column.

/Compost Me / Don’t Compost Me

Challenge: use your research to try to find a reason why some of these items should npt
be used to make compost.
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How to Create Compost

Use the Internet and non-fiction books to research which of the items on the following page
should or should not be used to make compost. Write the items in the correct column below.

/Compost Me / Don’t Compost Me

Challenge: use your research to try to find a reason why some of these items should npt
be used to make compost.

@ * % visit twinkl.co




ﬁr\t Banana skins

82| Cardboard rolls

< | Newspaper

Tea bags

Shredded white paper

Large branches

Y| Bread

Fish

Metal objects

Small twigs

Tumble dryer lint

| Aluminium foil

Apple cores

Potato peelings

@ Cooked pasta

™
* Grass cuttings

Leaves

a4
Mg’

4//%

L

=

® Meat

Orange peel

Crushed egg shells

Bones

Vacuum dust

Cooking oil

Plastic containers

Milk

Glass bottles

wi | Cheese

Coloured paper

Tea leaves

Sawdust

visit twinkl.co




How to Create Compost Answers

/Compost Me / Don’'t Compost Me

Potato peelings ~ | Meat (attracts pests)

foo
S

—

Apple cores 'Y Orange peel (too acidic)

Cooked pasta Large branchesakes too long to decomposg

~—

Crushed egg shells Bones (attracts pests)

Ni7IE

Grass cuttings ,_ Fish (attracts pests)
Shredded white paper <@»| Metal objects (will not decompose)
Small twigs § | Cooking oil (fats attract pests)
E
Leaves "

Plastic containers (will not decompose)

| Banana skins , )
Milk (dairy attracts pests)

| Bread

- 1 | Tea bags (bags may not be natural)

Vacuum dust

4 Glass bottles (will not decompose)

Tumble dryer lint

Cheese (dairy attracts pests)

Cardboard rolls

Coloured paper (toxic dyes)

Tea leaves

Newspaper (toxic print)

,,.‘ Sawdust

Aluminium foil (will not decompose)

@ * % visit twinkl.co




How to Create Compost

Use the Internet and non-fiction books to research which of the items on the following page
should or should not be used to make compost. Cut out each item then sort and stick them i
the correct column below.

/Compost Me / Don’t Compost Me

W * visit twinkl.co




Milk

m Cardboard rolls

T Fish

Leaves

RS Potato peelings
S
Apple cores
Meat

Grass cuttings

Crushed egg shells

I Glass and plastic bottles

P ——
al —

Aluminium foil
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How to Create Compost Answers

Use the Internet and non-fiction books to research which of the items on the following
page should or should not be used to make compost. Cut out each item then sort

and stick them into the correct column below.

v  Compost Me v Don’'t Compost Me

. Gﬁz ‘
= \ Potato peelings / Bones

Apple cores < _/j Meat

Leaves Fish

Grass cuttings L\ 1 Glass and plastic bottles

m Cardboard rolls % Aluminium foil

Milk

@ Crushed egg shells




Yeovil Allotments Association

www.yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk

Emalil

info@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk


http://www.yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk/
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