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Thanks for reading
Gareth Richards  - Treasurer
Eliz Flats Allotments, Plot 14
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   November Jobs on the Allotment

November is the month when the hard frosts and heavy rain usually 
arrive so it’s important to grab whatever time you can on the plot in 
case you don’t get another chance.

Sowing & Planting in November on the Vegetable Plot

Now is the time to plant out your garlic which likes a period of 
dormancy and cold prior to growing away in the spring.

If you’ve a heavy soil that tends to hold water there is the danger of 
the cloves rotting. To stop this, dib your planting hole as usual and 
then drop some sharp sand or fine gravel in the base of the hole. An 
inch of sand or grit will provide enough drainage to save the day.

Autumn planted broad beans go in now but do be aware that in 
northern areas and wet soils the success rate will be lower than the 
drier and sunnier south-east of the country.

Hardy peas like meteor can also go in now.

It’s a little too late for most green manures but early in the month 
you can sow grazing rye to hold nutrients in the soil over winter.

General Garden Tasks for November

As with October, as ground becomes vacant, you can dig it over and 
spread manure over the surface. Leave the soil roughly dug in large 
clumps and the worms will break these up as they get the manure. 
The freezing and thawing of water in the soil will cause the soil to 
break up finely so becoming easier to handle in the spring.

Digging over introduces air into the soil, loosening it and avoiding it 
turning into a solid pan. It also exposes insect pests to the open air 
where the birds can eat them.  keep filling the bin as more leaves 
fall.
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Double or deep digging and introducing manure or composts to the 
base of the trenches will deepen your top soil providing a better 
growing medium.

With light, sandy soils digging every year is not needed but heavy 
soils really benefit from it. It’s also the time to lime as required but 
don’t add lime and manure at the same time.

Keep a close eye on your winter brassicas and remember that the 
birds are hungry at this time of year so cover with netting if required.

With staked Brussels sprouts, double check all is firm or windrock 
will break the root hairs and cause the sprouts to blow.

If you’re making a runner bean trench, keep on filling it, adding a 
little soil over each layer of kitchen waste as you go.

If you’ve a good supply of leaves, which should be falling fast now, 
make leafmould.Start by building a leaf mould cage. Very simple to 
do, you just drive four stakes into the ground and staple chicken 
netting around to make the cage.

Pile in the leaves and leave them alone for a year. You will find the 
pile reduces by two thirds at least, so  so keep filling the bin as more 
leaves fall. If you have one those marvellous garden vacuum 
mulchers that suck up leaves and chop them, you will find the leaves 
rot down much more quickly.

Keep an eye out for council sweepers, they may just drop you a load 
of leaves when they call to collect a few veggies off you.

Fruit

It’s pruning time for apples and pears and they’ll benefit from some 
compost around the base as a mulch. With younger, staked trees 
check the stakes are firm and the ties. Winter winds can shake the 
roots loose on young trees causing poor growth or even death .
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As with October, November is a good month to attend to pruning the 
raspberries, blackberries and hybrid berries as well as being the ideal 
time to plant bare rooted canes. Don’t forget to add plenty of 
compost to the soil and 250gr (8oz) per square yard of bonemeal.

November Greenhouse Tasks

If you didn’t get chance last month, give the greenhouse a good wash 
down and clean up prior to insulating if you intend to use it through 
the winter.Reduce ventilation on colder days but give the house a 
good airing on sunny days which will stop fungal conditions and 
especially downy mildew developing. You can continue successional 
sowing of winter salad crops

Harvest

Your leeks should be coming ready now. Harvest every other one in a 
row leaving the rest to grow on. Brussels sprouts should be starting as 
well. Pick from the bottom of the plant upwards. A sprout is for 
winter, not just for Christmas!

Along with sprouts you can harvest kale and take up the winter 
cabbages and cauliflowers. A cauliflower tightly wrapped in cling-
film kept in the fridge can be kept fresh for as long as six weeks.

Maincrop carrots can be lifted to store safe from pests in damp sand 
or peat in your store along with parsnips but they do hold in the 
ground better than carrots.

You could still be harvesting celery and celeriac, kale and kohl rabi 
as well as turnips, swedes and spinach.

Check any vegetables you have in store and removing anything that 
has started to rot before it spreads. Potatoes really need to be checked 
and watch out for slugs that have emerged from a potato to go and 
damage another one.
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     Link to Brimsmore Garden Centre

We have a Gold Club discount deal with Brimsmore 
Garden Centre.

They offer all member’s 25% discount on Spring bulbs 
for sale in October and then again a second deal for 
anything at the Centre that is not on special offer which 
can be used as many times as you want during January 
and February.

I have used it for compost in the past and the savings 
are quite good on your pocket. You can have the items 
delivered which is free within the Yeovil area or you 
can pick your items up at the Garden Centre.

    Brimsmore Garden Centre website address :

https://store.thegardensgroup.co.uk

  Email : brimsmore@thegardensgroup.co.uk

Telephone no. : 01935 411000

Address :       Brimsmore Gardens
   Tintinhull Road
   Yeovil
   Somerset
   BA21 3NU

https://store.thegardensgroup.co.uk/
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                           Where we meet

    Johnson Park, Coronation Avenue, Yeovil. BA21 3DX

as well as

 Brimsmore Gardens, Tintinhull Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA21 3NU

We generally meet twice a month. The last Thursday of the month 
is reserved for a committee meeting. We discuss all things related to 
the Association and deal with any matters arising. 

We meet at 8pm on these nights in the lounge bar at Johnson Park 
Sports and Social Club. They have a car park

Minutes are recorded by our Secretary. The Chairman opens the 
meeting and directs us through the running order and as well as site 
superviser’s input there is a monthly Treasurer’s report.

The other meeting night is a more social event and this takes place 
on the 1st Thursday of the month. We can invite a speaker, you can 
buy a drink at the bar and there is a raffle normally run by Phillip.

Three times a year on the 1st Wednesday of the month we meet at 
Brimsmore Garden Centre for our social. We meet in the Apple 
Tree restaurant at 6.30pm. Some tea and biscuits are available for 
free. We try to have a guest speaker at these events or a talk on a 
garden topic and a raffle run by Phillip’s wife.

These three events replace our said Thursday social meetings at 
Johnson Park.

Your annual membership card gives you the time and dates of 
meetings for the year ahead. Our membership night for renewals is 
every march and again a discount night is offered for any garden 
centre items which are not on special offer.
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UK hedgehog facts

The UK is home to just one native hedgehog species – the West 
European hedgehog.

A gardener’s friend and now, sadly, a species vulnerable to extinction 
in the UK. On this page you’ll learn about hedgehog habitats, 
emotions, dietary needs, breeding seasons, and how we can help 
hedgehogs thrive

Physical features

Body: Small and round with spines (or ‘spikes’) over their back, and 
fur covering their faces. A hedgehog can weigh up to 2kg, and 
they’re typically 15cm to 30cm in length, with a tail only 1cm to 2cm 
long and legs that are longer than you might think – up to 10cm! – 
hidden beneath their spines.
 
Colour: Hedgehogs are usually brown, though some can be albino or 
even blonde. Their spines are mostly yellow-tipped.

Spines: Hedgehog spines are around 2cm to 3cm in length, made of 
keratin (the same protein that makes up human hair and nails!). Over 
time, hedgehogs shed their spines, which are then swiftly replaced by 
new ones, just like our hair..
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Eyes and ears: Hedgehogs have pretty poor eyesight, so they instead 
rely on their sense of smell to get around and hunt for food. 
Hedgehogs have short ears, mostly concealed by their fur. 

Test your hog knowledge

An adult hedgehog has between 5,000 and 7,000 spines on its little 
body
 collecting nesting material. They emerge from hibernation in spring.

If you spot a hedgehog during the daytime, there’s a chance it might 
be sick or injured. Find out how to tell if a hedgehog needs help, and 
what to do if so.

How to identify hedgehogs

Our only spiny mammal, hedgehogs are well-known creatures with 
unique physical features. Where and when you might see them. 
Hedgehogs can be found all across the UK (though there are some 
Scottish Islands where you won’t find any, and others where non-
native hedgehogs have been introduced), in habitats like grassland, , 
heathland and moorland, as well as farmland, woodland, parks and 
gardens. 

As the name suggests, hedgehogs love hedges, bushes and long grass 
full of bugs to feast on, as well as safe places to shelter.

You’re much more likely to see hedgehogs at night, as they’re 
nocturnal creatures. Before hibernation season – from November to 
mid-March – you might find them out and about foraging for food 
and and collecting nesting material. They emerge from hibernation in 
spring.

If you spot a hedgehog during the daytime, there’s a chance it might 
be sick or injured.
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How to spot signs of hedgehogs:
Hedgehogs roam at night, so you might only know they’ve visited 
by the signs they leave behind, such as:

Poop: Hedgehog droppings are usually around 5 cm in length, 
cylindrical and dark, full of insect and worm bits. If the poo looks 
green, slimy, sticky or mucus-covered, this could be a sign that the 
hedgehog is sick. 

Footprints: Hedgehog’s front feet leave tracks that look like tiny 
handprints, whilst their back feet are longer and more narrow. They 
have five toes on each foot, though only four may be visible in the 
track.

Noise: Hedgehogs are surprisingly noisy. You might hear them 
snuffling and huffing outside as they forage (or when they’re 
mating!).

How long do hedgehogs live? 
Hedgehogs can live for as long as two to three years, but there are 
things that can cause a premature death, such as garden accidents, 
road incidents, bonfires and loss of natural habitats affecting sources 
of food and shelter.

Hedgehogs are most at risk when:
They are hoglets: As they’re vulnerable to predators and their first 
Winter.

During autumn: If they’re unable to build up enough fat reserves 
before hibernation. There’s also an increase of lungworm in autumn.
They’re older: As they age, hedgehog teeth wear down, making it 
harder to chew and digest food.
Found a sick or injured hedgehog?
Strimmer accidents, unchecked bonfires, open ponds or netting left 
lying around are all risks to a hedgehog’s safety. If you find a sick or 
injured hedgehog in your garden, learn how you can help.
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Hedgehog population

A mammal survey conducted in 2018 suggests that the hedgehog 
population was then around 879,000, with a quarter of that number in 
urban areas like gardens and parks. 

However, over half of our hedgehogs have disappeared from the 
countryside since 2000, and they’re now absent in a third of towns 
and cities.

This decline is partly due to a loss of natural habitat, which provides 
both shelter and food for hedgehogs. Fencing, pesticides, garden 
hazards (like ponds, strimmers and netting) and development and 
construction also have an impact. And of course, cars are a major 
threat to hedgehogs, killing thousands each year.

Are hedgehogs legally protected?
Hedgehogs are indirectly protected by the law:

It’s illegal to kill or capture wild hedgehogs, with certain listed 
methods (Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981). 
Cruel treatment of hedgehogs is prohibited (Wild Mammals 
Protection Act, 1996).
Hedgehogs are considered a species of ‘principal importance’ under 
the NERC Act.

Hedgehogs that have been caught, marked and tagged are also 
protected by the Animal Welfare Act 2006.
Yet none of these acts address the reasons behind hedgehog decline. 
Find out more information on wildlife laws in the UK.

What do hedgehogs eat?
Hedgehogs eat a wide variety of food, though they’re mostly 
insectivorous, so they’ll prey on beetles, caterpillars and earthworms 
– which is why they’re gardeners’ friends!
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Occasionally they may eat amphibians, small rodents and birds that 
are already dead, slugs and snails, birds’ eggs and even fruit. They’ll 
also take advantage of carrion (decaying animal flesh) if nearby. 

Hedgehog diets are dependent on the season:

Spring: Hedgehogs eat more snails and slugs.
Summer: With a lot of plants available, hedgehogs can also eat lots 
of berries and fruit.
Autumn: Hedgehogs eat as much as they can, stocking up on fats for 
hibernation.
Winter: Hedgehogs are hibernating!
However, a hedgehog’s diet has been greatly impacted by the loss 
and damage of habitats and the use of pesticides on farms and in 
gardens.

If you want to help a hedgehog ready itself for hibernation, or simply 
supplement their existing diets, find out what to feed them on our 
hedgehogs in the garden page.

When do hedgehogs hibernate?
Hedgehogs hibernate between October or November to around mid-
March to April, but it depends on the weather. If it’s mild, they might 
still be active into December.

During hibernation, hedgehogs aren’t truly asleep – they drop their 
body temperature to match their environment, and enter what’s called 
a state of ‘torpor’. o down before heading out to begin feasting ahead 
of the next winter

This is when an animal's temperature, metabolic rate and other bodily 
functions are lowered to conserve energy.

If you see a hedgehog during the winter, don’t worry. Hedgehogs 
often wake up from hibernation to forage for food or move their nest 
before going back to sleep. Keep your eye on them, just in case their 
hibernation has been disturbed and they need help..
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Hedgehogs survive the winter by using up the fat stores they’ve built 
over the spring and summer. Eating enough nutritious and fatty foods 
during those months is vital – and this is when supplementary feeding 
(such as leaving out meaty cat or dog food in your garden for them) 
can help. 

In spring, they reemerge into the wild, waiting for the sun to go down 

Hedgehog body language 
Hedgehogs, like humans, use their body language to express what 
they’re feeling – often with their spines.

If a hedgehog’s spines are down – they’re probably relaxed and 
comfortable.

If you see a hedgehog with its spines up – it most likely feels 
threatened. Hedgehogs have a muscle that allows them to curl up into 
a tight and spiky ball, contracting them like a draw-string bag. 

They’re also incredibly good runners, climbers and can even swim!

Hedgehogs communicate with their faces; forehead furrowing, nose 
twitching and eyebrows covering their eyes are all used to express 
relaxation, curiosity, fear and more.

They’re noisy animals! Often heard huffing and puffing whilst out 
foraging and collecting nest material. 

Like us, hedgehogs experience an abundance of emotions each and 
every day. The more you learn about them, the more you can 
understand what they’re feeling and what they might need.

When do hedgehogs breed? 
Hedgehog breeding
Hedgehogs breed in the spring and summer, mostly during May and 
June, though they’re able to reproduce between April and September.
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Both male and female hedgehogs can mate several times a year with 
multiple partners.

A hedgehog mating ritual – which involves males attempting to woo 
the females – can be lengthy and quite loud. It often attracts rival 
mates, who can square up to one another, butt heads and chase each 
other.

Hedgehog breeding
A hedgehog female is pregnant for around four weeks. During this 
time, she’ll start building a nursery nesting site for her litter.

Hedgehog birth
Hedgehogs typically give birth in June and July, though baby 
hedgehogs (hoglets) can appear as early as the spring (after a mild 
winter) or into autumn. Hoglets are born blind and deaf, with white 
spines that appear soon after birth. 

They'll start leaving the nest to forage with their mother at around 
four-weeks old – hedgehog mums carry hoglets around in their 
mouths – and will be independent by about eight weeks.

Litters usually consist of around four to five hoglets, but can be as 
many as seven! Sadly, usually only two or three hoglets survive the 
weaning period. Mother hedgehogs can sometimes leave their 
hoglets, or even eat them if disturbed.
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       How to Contact the Editor

If you have comments or you know I have given wrong advice 
then please contact me by email at
    
               info@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk

If you have something to contibute or have a say on allotment 
life, then please use my email to send your contributions.

I am going to process the magazine issue once a month, so if 
there are comments you would like to make they can be 
answered in future editions.

I would like to add that most of the articles are taken off the 
web and some well known gardening and allotments 
magazines have been read in the making of our magazine 
content.

We also have our own website at :
           
                 www.yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk

where you can find this magazine as well as a catalogue

Happy Allotmenteering and best wishes, 

Gareth Richards
Treasurer
Eliz Flats, Plot 14
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                    Editor : Gareth Richards – Treasurer
                        Yeovil Allotments Association
                                        Website : 

           www.yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk
                                   Email : 

                info@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk
     gareth.richards@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk

mailto:info@yeovil-allotments-association.co.uk
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